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Welcome to our April edition
Another incredible half term for sustainability in our schools! Not only have we
launched our sustainability programme for primary schools, Our Schools Our World,
but we are also in the middle of finalising the arrangements for our first Sustainability
in Education conference on 2nd April.

The conference is a fantastic opportunity for schools across Suffolk to discover tools
and resources that will support them with their climate action plans. Learn more
about the amazing workshops we have planned here. There is still time to sign up if
you are quick!
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Our Schools Our World
Early this month, 15 Suffolk primary schools began their journey on this innovative
sustainability programme. The Our Schools Our World (OSOW) training included
sessions on:

Leadership for Sustainability
Greening the Curriculum
Climate Action Planning

It was so inspiring to see schools engage with the sessions with so much passion
and enthusiasm and leave with a sense of determination to deliver whole-school
sustainability action. We look forward to supporting them in their journey over the
next 2 years. 

If you are interested in joining the next cohort of OSOW schools, please register your
interest below.

https://forms.office.com/e/J5kNeNVHnb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNBtv75fCwM&list=PLMv79FsiBJBygccfosbOVbqampDAlwiXg


Adaptation & Resilience
Our last network meeting focused on how to support  adaptation and resilience in
schools. We would like to thank  RAFT (Retrofit Action for Tomorrow
(RAFT),  Thoughtbox and  Let's Go Zero  for their fantastic presentations.  If you
couldn’t make the meeting, you can access the presentations below or catch up with
our video recording.

Biodiversity
Network Meeting
11th June @ 4pm

Youth Climate Conference
Climate Action Planning Session

2nd July

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNBtv75fCwM&list=PLMv79FsiBJBygccfosbOVbqampDAlwiXg
https://www.retrofitaction.org.uk/
https://thoughtboxeducation.com/
https://letsgozero.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/a165d676888cd435ad1eddb17/files/783cd279-0f19-8d65-8ec3-c045ced67e6d/Adaptation_and_Resilience.pdf
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/48cd1fce-924f-46a5-b0df-a028f50e26b4@109c6aec-5046-4a95-8f3c-84f63ba18af4
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/48cd1fce-924f-46a5-b0df-a028f50e26b4@109c6aec-5046-4a95-8f3c-84f63ba18af4
https://forms.office.com/e/Leq5uvmUaQ
https://forms.office.com/e/Leq5uvmUaQ


Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 
From 24th March – 4th April 2025, Sustrans is running it’s 'Big Walk and Wheel
Challenge'. The challenge aims to inspire more pupils to make active journeys to
school. It focuses not only on improvements to air quality, as a result of fewer
vehicles travelling to schools, but also on the physical health benefits of active travel
for children and young people.  

Everyday Energy Grant
With the support of British Gas together with Team GB and ParalympicsGB, Get Set
for Positive Energy are offering primary schools the opportunity to win a £5,000
British Gas Positive Energy Grant. Pupils aged 5-11 are invited to create a banner
that inspires their community to make small, energy-saving changes. It could be
turning off the lights when leaving a room, swapping a disposable food wrap for one
that is reusable or using both sides of a sheet of writing paper.  

The deadline for entries is 25th April. 

 

Free School Energy Audits
We are funding free energy audits to support secondary schools to develop
effective climate action plans, now required by 2025. Our energy audits will
support you to identify significant carbon saving opportunities whilst providing
payback calculations. Following your energy audit, we will support you to help
formalise your climate action plan. Get in touch today!

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
https://www.getset.co.uk/everydayenergycompetition
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=7GqcEEZQlUqPPIT2O6GK9CsN7p2RgrVIkxy3NM2YJ5dUQlZCUzRMRTJEVk9SRlA5RlNNM0JRT1pLNS4u&route=shorturl2002202


Climate Resilient Schools
What does an adaptation & resilience plan look like for schools? Mayor Sadiq Khan,
the Department for Education, and Thames Water have launched the Climate
Resilient Schools project, aiming to help 100 London schools adapt to climate
change. Together they have developed a case study plan for a climate resilient
school which addresses improvements to water efficiency, reducing flood risks, and
educating students. Have a look at see if this example can support your climate
action planning.
 

 

The Department for Education
Sustainability Award 
Open to all state schools and colleges, this award celebrates efforts to create a more
sustainable future. The award recognises education settings that have taken action
to embed sustainability within their curriculum, operations and community. The
winning school or college will receive a £2,500 award to support their sustainability
initiatives. Click on the link below and scroll to the bottom of the page to find the
'Department for Education Sustainability Award'. 

The Deadline for entries is 24th April.
 

https://mcusercontent.com/a165d676888cd435ad1eddb17/files/f7f3492e-d2a7-0079-8e0f-e455bef7b7ed/GLA_Schools_CAPs_Tiverton_Primary_School.pdf


Adnams Community Trust 
The Adnams Community Trust awards grants to worthy causes based within a 25-
mile radius of Southwold. Grants are awarded four times a year and range from
£100-£2,500. Education centres are eligible to apply.  If you are looking to enhance
outdoor areas on your school site, or enable more outdoor learning opportunities, this
grant may be able to support the capital cost of any equipment or resources
required. 

The next deadline for applications is 16th May.

 

Woodland Trust: Free Trees for Schools 
The Woodland Trust is offering free tree packs to schools.  There are a range of
packs available, from 'Hedge' to 'Year-Round Colour' packs; there is something for
every setting and every soil type. Depending on the pack you select, you will receive
between 30 and 420 tree whips. 

Find information on the Free Tree Packs, how to apply and a range of educational
resources on trees and tree planting on the Woodland Trust website.

http://www.educationestates.com/awards-categories
https://adnams.co.uk/pages/adnams-community-trust
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=PPC&utm_campaign=CTP24&utm_content=CTP2&msclkid=1768e4cfd274164bb69d832ef830f147&utm_term=woodland%20schools


Year 3 Design a Bookmark Competition  
Budding designers in Year 3 are invited to take part in the Children’s Bookshop
bookmark competition. Run in partnership with The British Trust for Ornithology, the
competition asks pupils to design a bookmark featuring their favourite bird. The
winning entry will receive printed copies of their bookmark design for every pupil in
their school, a bundle of 10 books, a bird feeder, a nesting box and a bird
identification kit for their school playground. 

The deadline for entry is 4th April.

 

Biodiversity Competition for Secondary
Schools

https://thechildrensbookshow.com/competitions/design-a-bookmark-competition


Thanks to our sponsors, Milestone Infrastructure, there will be multiple winners of the
competition. Two representatives and one teacher from each winning school will be
presented with a certificate by Steve Backshall at a private meet and greet at the
Suffolk Youth Climate Conference 2025. Your prize money may also be spent on
your school staff’s time and resource. 

**Please note this competition is only open to Secondary Schools attending
the  Youth Climate Conference on 2nd July.**

Improving Climate Education:
Open Letter to Bridget Phillipson MP 
Global Action Plan, together with University College London’s Centre for Climate
Change and Sustainability Education is sending an open letter to the Secretary of
State for Education, Bridget Phillipson MP. The letter is signed by over 700 of the
UK’s leading climate scientists, economists, academics and educationalists and calls
for ‘more comprehensive inclusion of climate and environmental sustainability in the
National Curriculum.’ To find out more and add your signature, click on the link below.

 

Student Sustainability Showcase 
Organised by Students Organising for Sustainability (SOS-UK), this virtual showcase
takes place on Wednesday 9th April from 2.30-4.30pm. Attendees will learn about
student-led change and how to transform education for sustainability. 

The showcase is part of the ‘Student Sustainability Symposium 2025’, which is
designed to amplify student voices in shaping education for a greener future. 

https://mcusercontent.com/a165d676888cd435ad1eddb17/files/f6c56ee6-bd73-6ed4-9190-b66f04d0d69b/YCC_Biodiversity_Competition.pdf
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/home
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/ucl-centre-climate-change-and-sustainability-education
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/departments-and-centres/ucl-centre-climate-change-and-sustainability-education
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/news/open-letter-to-the-secretary-of-state-for-educationsustainability-and-climate-change-education-in-the-national-curriculum
https://www.sos-uk.org/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/student-sustainability-showcase/


 

Climate School 180
Climate School 180 is Learning through Landscapes’ climate-focused initiative. The
project aims to develop and share better understanding of how schools can
implement quality climate change education in their setting. The scheme challenges
your school to embed climate change across the curriculum, and to use the school
grounds as a learning environment for all pupils. 

The last window to apply for this programme is open from 2nd April-9th May. 

World Earth Day 22nd April 2025 
The theme for this year’s World Earth Day is ‘Our Power Our Planet’
celebrating renewable energy.  If you would like to mark Earth Day in your school this
year, there is a wealth of resources available online, from videos to lesson plans. A
sample of these resources is listed below: 

Twikl 1,610 Top "Earth Day" Teaching Resources curated for you 

TES Celebrating Earth Day in the classroom | Tes 

National Literacy Trust Earth Day 2024 – Teaching Activities & Resources for
Schools | National Literacy Trust | National Literacy Trust 

Cool.org  Earth Day Teaching Resources | Cool.org 

STEM Learning Earth Day resources | STEM 

WWF Earth day | WWF 

BBC Teach Earth Day 2025 – Live Lesson: Tuesday, 22 April - BBC Teach 

Earth Day.org Earth Day 2025 | Activities & Resources for April 22 - Earth Day 
 

https://ltl.org.uk/projects/climate-school-180/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?q=Earth+Day
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/blog/celebrating-earth-day-classroom
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/earth-day/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/earth-day/
https://cool.org/earth-day-teaching-resources#:~:text=Browse%20our%20catalogue%20of%20Earth%20Day%20teaching%20resources,spark%20meaningful%20discussions%20on%20sustainability%20and%20community%20action.
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/522578/earth-day-resources
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/world-days/earth-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/z7mdp9q#zrfwvj6
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2025/


Green Skills:
National Education Nature Park 
The National Education Nature Park has created a range of educational resources
that focus on developing the skills and knowledge that will enable young people
to plan for and carry out habitat enhancement. The resources have cross-curricula
links to a variety of subjects, helping embed green skills across the school timetable.

 

WWF: Environmental Leaders Programme
The Environment Leaders Programme (ELP) is a project planning qualification for
individuals aged 16 and above. It has been developed in partnership with WWF, the
RSPB, and the Leadership Skills Foundation and offers a Level 3 qualification.
Students will learn to lead a project for positive change, teaching them valuable
leadership and project management skills. Students that complete the programme
will also receive 8 UCAS points.

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/green-skills
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/environment-leaders-programme


Please share and forward this email to your colleagues interested
in sustainability. Anyone working in a school can join, including
both teaching and operational staff, and membership is free!
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